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 Chairman’s Report 
The foundation has had a successful year. Life Gov-
ernors have increased by 45 to a total now of  311. 
Most pleasing to me are the 60 serving diggers who 
have become life governors.  Our financial position is 
improving progressively and this enables us to pro-
vide worthwhile support to the Regiment. 
 
Investments provided by donations from current and 
past members of the Regiment and other benefactors 
have now reached the stage where grants and operat-
ing expenses can be met from interest.  My sincere 
thanks to contributors.  We are now able to provide a 
more meaningful and stronger service to members of 
the Regiment and to its activities. 
 
The much needed expansion of the Memorial Tablet 
and contemplation area at the RAR Memorial Walk 
at Enoggera was funded by the Foundation and 
opened by Lieutenant General Peter Leahy, Chief of 
Army, in March this year.  This was a very worth-
while and satisfying project for the Foundation to be 
involved with. 
 
The Hassett Award for the best junior leader in the 
regiment (subalterns and junior NCOs) was awarded 
to Corporal Tar Finnsson of 6RAR. He received the 
award from the Governor-General Major General 
Michael Jeffery, our Patron, at our Annual Dinner in 
October last year, and in the presence of General Sir 
Francis Hassett whose kind donation made the annual 
award possible. This year’s winner will again receive 
his award from the Governor-General at a dinner at 
Government House, Canberra, where the Foundation 
has been invited to hold its annual dinner.  We thank 
the Governor-General for his kindness.  The candi-
dates for the award were all extremely high calibre 
and it was difficult to select one leader from that ex-
cellent group of young leaders.  The overwhelming 
response to invitations to attend the Foundation din-
ner meant that, with limited seating, regrettably some 
Life Governors cannot be accommodated. 
 
The Foundation continues to support the activities of 
the Regiment and those within it who through the 
exigencies of the service, and on the recommendation 
of their commanding officer, require some immediate 
but modest financial assistance. 
 
It is pleasing to note that the Colonel Commandant of 
the Regiment and President of the Foundation, Major 
General Jim Connolly, AO,CSC, will continue to 
serve in those appointments. 
 
I must also mention the dynamic and sterling support 

we have received from the Head of Corps and Com-
mandant of The Royal Military College, Duntroon, 
Brigadier Mark Bornholt, who is a most enthusiastic 
member of the Foundation’s Board. 
 
We, in the Headquarters of the Foundation, are con-
stantly reminded of the deployments on various op-
erations of elements of the Regiment and the kaleido-
scope of unique activities that the Army is tasked to 
undertake by the Government. We realise the strain 
this puts on the Regiment and we wish all members 
in these various deployments around the world, and 
training in preparation for those tasks, good fortune 
and good soldiering in their endeavours. These good 
wishes extend to the soldiers’ partners  and children 
who have the even more difficult task of keeping 
families intact while their spouses are away. 
 
Finally my thanks to all members of my team in Can-
berra under John Essex-Clark.  They do a sterling job 
in running the Foundation for the betterment of the 
Regiment. 
Duty First, 

��������	
����
�����
Major-General and Chairman  
of the RAR Foundation.     20th September 2007 

 
Duties 

As reported in previous editions, Major General Jim 
Connolly AO CSC, as Colonel Commandant of the 
Royal Australian Regiment, is President of the Foun-
dation.  He has agreed that Major General Adrian 
Clunies-Ross AO MBE will perform the duties of the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors from Canberra. 
 

Board of Directors – August 2006 
Chairman: Maj Gen A Clunies-Ross, AO,  
MBE, (Retd); Deputy Chairman Brig M D Bornholt, 
AM; Secretary: Brig J Essex-Clark, DSM, (Retd); 
Treasurer: Capt I B Smith (Retd); Directors: Brig F K 
Cole, AM, (Retd); Brig J A Sheldrick, OAM, (Retd); 
Mr K M Kipping, AM; Lt Col M A Mumford CSC; 
Lt Col D J Kilcullen; Lt Col A G Findlay, AM; Lt 
Col C A Johnston; WO1 K Woods, RSM of the 
Army; Associate Directors: Maj R J Moran, OAM, 
(Retd); Col D V Goldsmith, ED, (Retd). 
 

Management Organisation 
John Essex-Clark-Secretary 
Ian Smith-Treasurer 
Colin Swinbourn—Unit Liaison 
Bob Moran-Records/History 
David Clinch-Office Manager 
Bert Hoebee-Special Projects 
Michael Carroll-Newsletter Editor 
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Our financial position is reported in the two charts below.  The full Audit Report is available on request.  
Listed also (page 5) are the grants made to date, noting that grants in early years are summarised as a one 
line item to allow the data to be presented on one page.   

RAR Foundation Financial Report 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2006-07 2005-06 

RECEIPTS       

   Life Governors 9,645 10,250 

   Enrolled Supporters (& potential LGs) 22,468 26,212 

Donations 8,936 6,956 

Interest & Dividends 13,975 11,889 

Sundries 200 0 

Book sales [Hassett - Australian Leader] 895 5,918 

RARF CD sales 362 689 

DVA Grant [Memorial Walk] 0 2,000 

Total Receipts 56,481 63,914 

PAYMENTS      

Audit & Accountancy 3,355 2,848 

Grants 11,935 3,000 

Insurance 676 1,952 

Employee Costs 7,125 8,175 

Newsletter 908 842 

Office Supplies/Printing/Stationery 2,425 4,315 

Book purchases [Hassett - Australian Leader] 0 5,400 

Hassett Award Expenses 1,199 0 

Sundries 1,195 1,761 

Total Payments 28,836 28,294 

Surplus: Receipts over Payments $27,645 $35,620 

RAR Foundation - Total Funds & Net Assets
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 RAR FOUNDATION GRANTS SEPTEMBER 1993 to 30 JUNE 2007 
We were pleased to be able to assist with three grants this financial year.  Details are provided below. 

Date Amount Detail 

1993-03 27,228.00 Various grants to all battalions 

25.03.04 500.00 RAR Assn Qld – National Memorial Walk 

10.03.04 1,225.00 RAR Assn ACT – Banner – [net contribution] 

07.04.04 1,000.00 HQ CATC – to assist with funeral expenses 

28.04.04 200.00 RMC – to assist with parent (in ill health) removal 

28.07.04 1,500.00 3 RAR Champion Soldier – Visit Europe Battlefields 

15.09.04 267.16 Sch of Inf – Sgts’ Mess insurance 8/9 RAR property 

15.09.04 242.35 RMC – Trg Spt Platoon – RAR Flag 

06.10.04 185.00 Sch of Inf – Presentation to late Pte Miskle parents 

06.10.04 736.80 RMC – Fare to attend funeral 

20.10.04 155.00 Sch of Inf – to assist with acc’n costs after accident 

13.04.05 1,000.00 3 RAR – late Pte Jamie Clark commemoration event 

27.04.05 2,000.00 1 RAR – Battlefield Tour 

07.07.05 1,000.00 6 RAR – Family support for soldier 

14.12.05 1,500.00 6 RAR – Champion soldier, visit Long Tan 

15.02.06 500.00 9 RAR Assn - History of 9 RAR - 

30.08.06 9,735.00 RAR Association Qld – Memorial Walk 

18.10.06 200.00 Sch of Inf – Section Commander Prize (see below) 

14.03.07 1,500.00 4 RAR (Cdo) – Museum 

28.03.07 500.00 2 RAR – Prize – Champion Rifle Section 

Total Grants 51,325  

We are pleased to include a report from the School of 
Infantry on the application of a grant in 2006 
 
“Champion Section Commander, Rifleman Wing, 
School of Infantry 
The prize of Champion Section Commander is awarded 
to the most outstanding corporal in Training Platoons at 
Rifleman Wing, School of Infantry. These Junior NCOs 
are held responsible for the training and development of 
the newest additions to the RAR. They will instruct and 
mentor their men over eleven weeks of training that in-
cludes tactical instruction in offensive, defensive and 
security operations including an increasing focus on Ur-
ban Operations.  The selection criteria for this award is 
extensive and includes assessment of instructional tech-
nique for both theory and practical lessons, performance 
in fitness assessments, conduct, and overall performance 
as a commander.  
 
 CPL Robert Althofer was identified as the Champion 
Section Commander at Rifleman Wing in 2006. Prior to 
instructing at the School of Infantry, he served exten-

sively with 2 RAR in Townsville, including operational 
service in East Timor as part of INTERFET and UN-
TAET, and more recently in the Solomon Islands. CPL 
Althofer was promoted to SGT in January this year, and 
is currently posted to 41 RNSWR.  
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 NEWS ITEMS 

Origin of the RAR Foundation 
 
We asked the original Secretary of the RAR Foun-
dation, Col Peter D’Arcy (Retd) to provide a few 
notes on his recollections of the genesis of the 
Foundation.  He wrote as follows: 
 
“Sometime in the late 1980s the then Colonel of the 
Regiment, Maj Gen Alan Morrison, observed that 
he did not have a funding source to meet some of 
the personal problems of members of the Regiment  
Specifically he mentioned his desire to acquire a 
regimental tartan when the pipe bands of the battal-
ions came together, a desire that proved difficult to 
fund.  He mentioned a number of instances whereby 
junior NCOs and soldiers, married and with chil-
dren, informally raised with him their financial 
problems which they and the Colonel Commandant 
agreed arose through no fault of the soldier.  He 
stated that there was no mechanism for him to assist 
these worthy causes.  He further mentioned that on 
occasions individuals or teams from the Regiment 
sought to participate in weaponry competitions and 
the like both in Australia and overseas but could not 
do so for lack of funding. 
 
I gave no further thought to this matter until a par-
ticular ANZAC Day in 1987.  Following the march 
Bob Moran and I were about to set out to walk to 
Olims Hotel where the Regiment was meeting for 
drinks.  We had wisely left our cars at home and 
arranged to be picked up later.  Alan Morrison 
drove up and offered us a lift.  By the time we got 
to Olims – it took five minutes – I was the secretary 
and Bob was the treasurer of what came to be 
known as the RAR Foundation!  The next step was 
taken a few days later. 
 
Lt Col Jimmy Stewart, an old Regiment hand, 
agreed to help in the preparation  of paper in which 
the aims and objectives of the Foundation, and how 
these were to be achieved, were to be set out.  So 
over several days hard work in Alan Morrison’s 
residence we came up with a paper that laid out the 
course of action.  We sought the opinion of Lt Gen 
Sir Thomas Daly, Chief of the General Staff.  He 
replied to the effect that he had no major criticism 
and that we should go ahead and set up the Founda-
tion as outlined. 
 
It was at this time decided that the Foundation 
should be established as a company with a chairman 
(the Colonel Commandant of the Regiment) with a 

number of directors.  We were assisted by an Army 
lawyer who undertook much of the work involved 
in formally establishing the Foundation with a con-
stitution. 
 
It took some time for the fledgling Foundation to 
make progress.  Individuals who came in to help in 
the early days as I recall were Don Goldsmith, 
Harry Bowman, Ron Faulks and Colin Swinbourn.  
My daughter Angela came in as a typist working on 
an ancient computer that mysteriously appeared 
from Army Office.  At times we suffered some op-
position to our emergence as we were seen as some 
sort of competition to existing welfare associations.  
Noteworthy, Alan Morrison and I agreed at that 
time that probably ten years would pass before the 
Foundation was effectively established.  I believe 
we have met that expectation and have shown that 
the Foundation was and is needed and continues to 
make a positive contribution to serving members of 
the Regiment.    
 
 
Background to the Hassett Award for Junior 
Leadership 
In early 2006 General Sir Francis Hassett, AC, 
KBE, CB, DSO, LVO who had commanded 3RAR 
at the battle of Maryang San in Korea in 1951 and 
rose to lead the Australian Defence Force, and is a 
Life Governor of the Royal Australian Regiment 
Foundation, asked if he could make a substantial 
contribution to the Foundation.  The outcome was a 
donation of $5000 from General and Lady Hassett 
to provide the basis for an annual award to the best 
junior leader in the Regiment (lieutenant, sergeant, 
corporal, lance corporal). 
 
The Foundation then asked COs of the battalions 
and the School of Infantry to recommend, by cita-
tion, their best junior leader. The nominees were: 

1RAR:        Cpl A.R. Burke 
2RAR:        Cpl J.A. Craig 
3RAR:        Lt A.L. Seary 
4RAR:        Cpl S.E. Radi 
5/7 RAR:    Cpl T. Jennings 
6RAR:        Cpl A.H.T Finnsson 
School of Infantry: Cpl M.S. Carter 

 
A committee consisting of the Colonel Comman-
dant, Head of the Infantry Corps, and the Founda-
tion’s Chairman and Secretary, studied these cita-
tions and decided that the 2006 award should be 
awarded to Corporal ‘Tar’ Finnsson of 6RAR 
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The award is in two parts.  The first is a personal 
presentation to the winner comprising of a cold-cast 
bronze statuette of a South Vietnam era Infantry-
man (donated by ‘Naked Army’), a framed winner’s 
certificate, a copy of ‘Hassett - Australian Leader’ 
(the biography of General Hassett) and a CD of the 
Regimental Marches of the Regiment. 
 
The second part is a perpetual trophy, a cold cast 
bronze ‘Naked Army’ statuette of a 1941 Infantry 
Sergeant from the battle of Bardia (Hassett’s first 
taste of battle), to be  held, for a year in a place of 
honour by the winner’s unit.  Both statuettes are 
mounted on laser-inscribed Australian Red Gum 
bases.   
 
The preparation of the awards was the responsibility 
of the much inspired Foundation Treasurer Ian 
Smith and the Secretary, John Essex-Clark. 
 
All those recommended for the award were given a 
certificate of recognition that they had been nomi-
nated for the award.  
 
The awards were shown before the presentation 
ceremony to a delighted General Sir Francis and 
Lady Hassett. 
 
The inaugural award was presented to CPL ‘Tar’ 
Finnsson by the Governor-General at the Annual 
Foundation Dinner attended by General Hassett in 
October 2006.  The next award will be again pre-
sented by the Governor-General at a dinner hosted 
by him at Government House on 30 October 2007.   
 
2006 Annual Foundation Dinner 
The spectacular and popular annual Foundation 
Dinner last year was held again at the Common-
wealth Club and was the scene of the inaugural 

presentation by the Governor General of the annual 
Hassett Award for the best junior leader in the Regi-
ment to Corporal ‘Tar’ Finnsson of 6RAR (see 
frontispiece).  Looking resplendent in his polyesters 
amongst 40 dark suits and a splash of medal ribbons 
for which most of us would have given our eye 
teeth at his age, the popular ‘ Tar’ first accepted the 
individual prizes mentioned earlier and then the 
perpetual cased Trophy of a bronze ‘Infantry Ser-
geant’ at Bardia.   
 
At dinner CPL Finnsson sat next to Lieutenant 
Colonel Mick Mumford and opposite General Has-
sett, the current and Korean War COs of 3RAR.  
Brigadier John Essex-Clark was the Dining Presi-
dent.  Grace was recited by ex-RSM Colin Swin-
bourn and short punchy speeches were made by the 
host and Governor-General.  The toast to the Regi-
ment was made by the Head of Corps, Brigadier 
Mark Bornholt who, in doing so, described well the 
Regiment’s current challenges, intense endeavours, 
and high morale.  Again, diners came from far and 
wide.  Some again had come down from Queen-
sland though, naturally, most were from the Can-
berra and NSW South Coast region. 
 
The 2007 Dinner will be hosted by the Governor-
General at Government House in Yarralumla and 
his generous invitation for 40 ‘Life Governor’ 
guests has already been oversubscribed by twice 
that number.  Seating priority is being given to 
those who have attended previous dinners together 
with the Hassett Award winner with his Command-
ing Officer or RSM.   
 
The Head of Corps has offered Duntroon House at 
the Royal Military College as the venue for further 
dinners and this offer has been graciously accepted. 
This venue will allow many more of us to attend 
than have been able in the past. 
 
2008 Annual Foundation Dinner 
On November 23rd 2008 the Regiment will be 60 
years old. 
 
To avoid clashes with other regimental activities we 
plan to host our Annual Dinner together with cele-
brating 60 years of the Royal Australian Regiment 
on 13 November 2008 at the Royal Military College 
of Australia, Duntroon.  
 
At this celebration the recipient of the Hassett 
Award for 2008 will be presented. 
 
 

General Hassett and Corporal Tar Finnsson sharing a 
quiet moment before the Dinner. 
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RAR Memorial Walk Enoggera 
Lt Col Ted Chitham MC OAM (Retd) has kept us up-
to-date with the National Memorial Walk, reporting as 
follows: 
 
An additional Honour Roll was dedicated at the Regi-
ment’s NMW at Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera on the 
31st March 2007.   Chief of Army, Lt Gen Peter Leahy 
AC unveiled the Honour Tablet and Deacon Gary 
Stone, the Association’s Honorary Chaplain per-
formed the blessing. 
 
In his address Lt Gen Leahy told the assembled guests 
and veterans that today the sun does not set on the 
Australian Army anywhere in the world.  “We all 
have to be aware of the dangerous situations they 
face”.  He praised the work of those people who work 
tirelessly on keeping the memory of their comrades 
alive by their efforts in caring for the National Memo-
rial Walk at Enoggera and other memorials through-
out Australia.  The contribution by the RAR Founda-
tion in supporting the Regiment and funding the Me-
morial Honour Tablet was acknowledged by Lt Gen 
Leahy. 
 
The new Honour Tablet has inscribed the names of 
Ptes Jamie Clark and Jake Kovco formerly of 3 RAR. 
 
Lt Gen Leahy was accompanied by the RSM of the 
Army, WO1 Kevin Woods OAM.  Others present 
were Brigadier Andrew Smith (Commander 7 Bde) 
and his wife Jillian, WO1 Wayne Giddings (RSM 7 
Bde) and his wife Sue, Lt Col Ted Chitham MC, 
OAM (Retd) (President RAR Assn Qld), Lt Col Mick 
Mumford CSC (CO 3RAR) and four soldiers from 3 
RAR as well as representatives from the RAR Asso-
ciation Qld and all Battalion Associations. 
 
For information on the National Memorial Walk visit 
www.rar.org.au  
 
Application for Foundation Grants 
Requests for grants must be made through unit COs. 
Foundation staff do not have the necessary insight 
into the full circumstances underlying a request and 
rely heavily on commanding officers to validate the 
request and to confirm the use made of the funds pro-
vided. 
 
Are You Financially Current? 
We rely on your continued support and again thank 
those who remain current with their membership.  An 

indication of your financial status is given with this 
Newsletter. An annotation on the top right corner of 
the envelope label states the year to which you are 
financially current.  So, the annotation ‘F2007’ indi-
cates that you are current until December 2007. Those 
in arrears are urged to update their status. 
 
Subscriptions to the Foundation 
Subscriptions by allotment to the Foundation may be 
deducted through one of the Defence Credit Unions, 
the Australian Defence Credit Union or the Defence 
Force Credit Union.  These organizations have offices 
in all centres where RAR battalions are located.  The 
minimum allotment is $2.00 per pay and is tax de-
ductible.  At $4.00 per pay you would qualify as a 
Life Governor in just under five years, having by then 
made a contribution of $500.  Receipts for taxation 
purposes are provided in July of each year.  As an al-
ternative to a Credit Union deduction, contributions 
are $10 per year or $50 for five years. 
 
Bequests 
A gift in your Will is a simple way to make the gift of 
a lifetime. 
 
Remember the Regiment in your Will by including a 
donation.  You can be assured that all such donations 
will be used by the Foundation to offer support and 
comfort to the soldiers of the Regiment and their de-
pendents. 
 
Marches of the Royal Australian Regiment 
A second re-release of the music of the Pipes and 
Drums of the Regiment, the Australian Army Band 
Sydney and the band of the Royal Military College, in 
all 23 tunes, will be available. Cost is $17.00 all up, 
cheque/money order payable to : The Royal Austra-
lian Regiment Foundation, GPO 3112, Canberra, ACT  
2601.  We hold a small number available for sale from 
old stock. 
 
Recent Publications 
We applaud the publication in November 06 of the 
new 9 RAR book by Brian Vickery and Bert Hoebee.  
This covers the story of the battalion from its return 
from VN to its linking with 8 RAR. For more details 
please email: bvi29049@bigpond.net.au. 
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 1RAR 
Commanding Officer:  LT COL A D Gallaway 
RSM: WO1 M Johnson 
Home Base: Townsville 
 
It has been a busy year for the soldiers of 1RAR, 
with sub-units spread across the globe. With com-
panies operating in many different and complex 
environments, the soldiers returning to the battalion 
will possess an inherent amount of diverse capabil-
ity and knowledge. 
 
Currently all 1RAR soldiers involved in deploy-
ments overseas can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel and many are looking forward to returning to 
loved ones back in Australia -‘the lucky country.’ 
Whilst the majority of 1RAR is deployed, a special 
mention must given to those back at 1RAR Rear 
Details, who are commonly forgotten, but would 
jump through fire to be overseas with us. 
 
A Coy deployed to Iraq in March.  This company 
makes up approximately 70% of the Combat Team 
in Iraq with the mission to "Protect the Australian 
diplomatic mission and other directed elements  and 
to facilitate Australian diplomatic operations in sup-
port of Australia's national interests...." Since their 
arrival in Baghdad the soldiers of A Coy have un-
dertaken a variety of tasks in support of this mis-
sion, the most common including: 
· Armed escort for Defence and Diplomatic 

staff. 
· Provision of security to designated facilities 

including the Cove and the Australian Em-
bassy. 

· The conduct of vehicle and pedestrian access 
control at various locations in the Interna-
tional Zone. 

· Close infantry protection to Light Armoured 
Vehicle operations across Baghdad. 

· Conduct of overwatch to Light Armoured 
Vehicle and other operations. 

· Support to Coalition activities. 
 
Since A Coy’s arrival, there have been a number of 
incidents throughout the International Zone and 
greater Baghdad.  In May a 107mm Chinese manu-
factured rocket struck a small building where three 
A Coy members were standing.  A minor ‘shake 
up’but no injuries.  Indirect fire attacks are a com-
mon occurrence.  The more significant incidents 
include a record 35 indirect rounds impacting in 
proximity to the Australian embassy and those oc-
curring when undertaking LAV escort duties. 
Thankfully there have been no casualties.  Unfortu-
nately other Coalition Forces in the International 

Zone have not been as lucky.  The company has 
also conducted ANZAC and Coral Day ceremonies 
and managed to have a few 'near beers' (they look 
like beer, taste like beer, but only have 0.0001% of 
alcohol). 
 
B Coy and C Companies 1RAR are in Timor Lesté, 
with our NZ brothers.  The last four months have 
seen them operating from complex urban terrain to 
the open and near vertical rural areas of Timor 
Lesté.  The operation has been a complex task rang-
ing from civil liaison and hostile crowd control 
through to the basic necessities associated Infantry 
soldiering.  When in doubt, patrolling to gain situ-
ational awareness has paid off time and time again 
in Timor-Lesté and has proven to be a good lesson 
to all. 

D Coy deployed to Afghanistan in the latter part of 
March this year.  They have established a presence 
in Afghanistan supporting the Engineers and work-
ing closely with the Dutch and the Afghan National 
Police to re-establish a secure environment for the 
Engineers to perform the reconstruction tasks 
throughout the Tarin Kowt Province. 
 

2RAR 
Commanding Officer:  LT COL B N James 
RSM: WO1 D Haddon 
Home Base: Townsville 
 
Editorial.  I was personally delighted with the scope 
and detail of this report despite the resultant impact 
on the size of the Newsletter.  This particular report 
(together with others) gives  a real insight into the 
load carried by the battalions of the RAR.  Apart 
from the introduction of a few abbreviations, the 
Report is as provided.  But please, other units 
should not follow this lead of 2RAR– we will finish 
up with a newspaper rather than a Newsletter!!  

A quiet moment in Timor Lesté 
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 Your reports are excellent with lots of detail and 
colour.  Many many thanks.  
 
As with the remainder of the Regiment, 2006 was a 
busy period for the 2nd Battalion.  Soldiers were 
deployed to East Timor on Operation ASTUTE and 
to Iraq as part of Operation CATALYST. 
 
Unfortunately the Battalion had to be split in order 
to provide troops to support these two operations 
and whilst this is not an ideal situation, it is a sign 
of the times as the Army takes on the challenge of 
deploying its battalions on operations.  This assign-
ment of companies has affected all battalions in the 
Regiment not only the 2nd Battalion.  In Iraq, A 
Coy, elements of D Coy and Bn HQ formed the 
nucleus of the Overwatch Battlegroup in Dahqar 
Province as part of Operation CATALYST.  C Coy, 
elements of D Coy and Spt Coy remained in Aus-
tralia and subsequently deployed to East Timor in 
May as part of the Ready Battalion Group under the 
command of 3RAR on Operation ASTUTE.  This 
short notice deployment developed into a long, un-
planned operation with up to 5 months away from 
home.  These deployments alone do not fully de-
scribe the broad range of activities taking place in 
the background to enable the battalion to provide 
trained and ready troops to these high profile com-
mitments.  Activities involved training in individual 
and specialist skills, collective training, mission 
rehearsal exercises and readiness preparations and 
leave.   
 
After almost a year of being split between Austra-
lia, Timor and Iraq, the 2nd Battalion reformed in 
January 2007 and immediately embarked on a pe-
riod of reconstitution: administration, equipment 
inspections, specialist courses and training.  This 
alone has proved to be a busy start for the year and 
the arrival of many new personnel, not the least, the 
CO, LTCOL Ben James.  He added his emphasis to 
the focus of rebuilding, based on the Battalion’s 
justified reputation and past performance, and 
preparation for assuming the Ready Battalion 
Group commitment in July, potentially followed by 
another operational deployment.  Fate intervened 
and as soon as this period of consolidation and re-
building started, the Battalion was warned to pro-
vide troops to operations in the later half of the 
year: and these new commitments will again see the 
Battalion split between two separate operational 
theatres.  The majority of the Battalion will form 
the core of the Timor Leste Battlegroup 3 (TLBG3) 
that will deploy to Timor Leste on Operation AS-
TUTE.    At the same time, C Coy, under command 
of MAJ Michael Bassingthwaight, the grandson of 

Gen Hassett, has been assigned to the Reconstruc-
tion Task Force 3 (RTF3) that is due to deploy to 
Afghanistan on Operation SLIPPER. 
 
The reconstitution period proved to be a busy time, 
characterised by the movement of personnel on 
posting, a series of technical inspections, financial 
inspections, equipment stock takes, OH&S inspec-
tions a review of equipment management proce-
dures conducted by the QM, Captain Tony Wat-
kins, and security assessments.  The battalion has 
provided the nucleus of the Ready Battalion Group 
(RBG) and each company, supported by elements 
of SPT Coy and Admin Coy has since rotated 
through the Ready Company Group (RCG) com-
mitment.  In addition, Bn HQ and C Coy deployed 
in HMAS KANIMBLA on Exercise SEA LION, 
and each Rifle Company Group completed a Com-
bat Training Centre (Live) battle run, or 
“Warfighter Rotation”.  B Coy was also assigned 
the responsibility for maintaining the life blood of 
the battalion and trained an intake of initial employ-
ment trainees (IETs) who subsequently joined the 
Battalion as new Riflemen.  In May 2007, the Bat-
talion briefly came together on the 3 Brigade Com-
bined Arms Training Activity (CATA) at High 
Range Training Area and Koomboolmba near 
Tully, Qld.  In June 2007, the Battalion embarked 
in HMA Ships KANIMBLA and TOBRUK and 
USS JEANAU and landed at Shoalwaer Bay Train-
ing Area on Exercise TALISMAN SABRE; a sig-
nificant joint exercise with the United States . Dur-
ing this exercise the Battalion conducted a series of 
amphibious and airmobile assaults in conjunction 
with other 3 Brigade units and elements of the 
United States Marine Corps.  
During the week 23rd to 27th July, the Battalion con-

ducted Samichon Week, commemorating the award 
of the Battle Honour  “Samichon” to the Regiment 
as a result of the 2nd Battalion’s defensive action at 

Brig Bornholt’s inspection during Samichon Week. 
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 the “Hook” in the closing hours of the Korean War.  
In what has been a busy year, Samichon Week was 
a chance for the entire Battalion to commemorate 
the 54th anniversary of the ‘Battle of the Hook’ and 
host a Battalion All Ranks’ cocktail party as well as 
a Battalion Memorial Parade, prior to operational 
deployments later this year.  
 
The Battalion Memorial Parade was the feature 
event of the commemoration week.  The Battalion 
marched onto parade and was reviewed by the 
Regimental Colonel of the RAR and the Infantry 
Head of Corps, Brigadier M.D. Bornholt AM.  
Upon completion of the parade the Battalion Cater-
ing Platoon, in support as always, hosted a barbecue 
and Brigadier Bornholt presented awards and pro-
motions on behalf of the CO as well as meeting the 
soldiers of the Battalion and their families. 
 
Now, in August 2007, the Battalion is about to 
again deploy on operations, this time as TLBG 3.  
There has been an influx of attached personnel from 
throughout the Army to bring the Battlegroup up to 
strength.  The Battlegroup has commenced a period 
of intensive training involving force preparation, 
development and refinement of tactical techniques 
and procedures, command post exercises, live fire 
practices and culminating in a full mission rehearsal 
exercise.  Meanwhile C Coy, as the Security Task 
Group for RTF 3, has been conducting a similarly 
intensive training program and some other person-
nel from the Battalion have also been attached to 
fulfil various roles within RTF3 headquarters.  In 
September the city of Townsville will host farewell 
parades for both these Battlegroups in the lead up to 
their deployment dates. 

 
Although the Battalion is in good shape it must be 
noted that these deployments alone do not do justice 
to the effort that takes place to enable the Battalion 
to function so well and it is known that this will 
place strain on the soldiers, families and equipment.  
It is worth noting that the Commanding Officer has 
provided the Battalion with an overriding goal for 
2007 / 2008.  This is “to ensure that 2 RAR is con-
sidered the premier light infantry battalion; re-
spected for our high readiness, teamwork and war-
fighting professionalism.”  To achieve this goal, he 
has provided five objectives: 
 
The highest priority is to maintain operational capa-
bility of the Battalion through a programme of indi-
vidual training, specialist courses and collective 
training.   
 
Secondly, the Battalion is to gain and then maintain, 

a high standard of readiness to deploy: anywhere, at 
short notice.  While there is a strong “readiness cul-
ture” in the Battalion, the ongoing administrative, 
individual and collective readiness requirements 
demand constant attention and need significant time 
and effort.  The Commanding Officer has placed 
particular emphasis on the fact that in these turbu-
lent times, the Ready Battalion is very likely to de-
ploy on a short notice operational task and soldiers, 
their equipment must be ready to go and their fami-
lies need to understand the demands and restrictions 
that come with being a part of a high readiness unit. 
 
The CO’s third objective is to develop junior lead-
ers.  In today’s complex warfighting environment, 
success on operations will be directly related to the 
capacity of our JNCOs and Junior Officers.  The 
Commanding Officer has emphasised that com-
manders must develop a “mission command mind-
set” that allows junior leaders the best possible free-
dom of action to get on with a task within the 
boundaries of their mission, their commander’s in-
tent and considerations such as rules of engage-
ment.  This also includes the selection and prepara-
tion of soldiers for promotion courses and a pro-
gram of JNCO training to ensure a legacy of capa-
ble leaders in the Battalion for the future.   
 
The fourth objective is to recognise the outstanding 
work that goes on in the Battalion, often without 
recognition.  One of the Battalion’s medics, Corpo-
ral McQuilty Quirke (RAAMC), was awarded the 
Nursing Service Cross (NSC) in the 2007 Australia 
Day Honours list – a significant recognition of his 
exceptional dedication to duty. Corporal Quirke’s 
quick thinking and excellent performance under 
pressure almost certainly saved the life of a fellow 
soldier following an accident at High Range in 
2005.  CPL Andrew Ryan was also recently recog-
nised by the RAR Association for his outstanding 
performance as a section commander in A Coy in 
Iraq.  Corporal John Twoomey, a former soldier in 
the Battalion and now the Curator of the Battalion’s 
excellent museum has also received recognition 
from the Townsville Branch of the RAR Associa-
tion for his outstanding and tireless efforts with the 
maintenance and upkeep of the Museum.  The CO 
also recognises that support for the families of sol-
diers posted to the Battalion is key to his objectives 
and he is keen to ensure our wives, partners and 
families are aware of the significant support ser-
vices available in the TOWNSVILLE area. 

 
The CO’s final objective is to maintain the Battal-
ion’s strong and positive unit image.  2 RAR has 
always had a reputation as a being a totally reliable, 
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 professional and highly effective Battalion. This hard 
earned reputation has been achieved with a minimum 
of fanfare or hubris; as “quiet achievers”.   It is how-
ever, important that the battalion continue to get on 
and maintain this reputation in the Brigade and the 
Army.   The Battalion entered teams into the 
(Brigade) Commander’s Trophy Competitions and 
won the Rugby, shooting and cross country competi-
tions.  CPL Ryan Ingold from A Coy, along with a 
team of soldiers who had been drawn from through-
out the Battalion, recently competed against teams 
from 4RAR, 6RAR and 7RAR and won the Duke of 
Gloucester’s Cup competition at the School of Infan-
try in SINGLETON.  They also carried away addi-
tional prizes for leadership, shooting and navigation 
and are now due to represent the Regiment when 
they travel to the United Kingdom to participate in 
the CAMBRIAN Patrol Competition in Wales.  In 
addition, the Battalion has continued to raise funds 
for our nominated charity, Red Shield Defence Ser-
vices, and actively support the RAR Foundation and 
the 2 RAR Association.  The soldiers of the Battal-
ion have already voted $1,500 to the RAR Associa-
tion for the upkeep of the RAR National Memorial 
Walk in Brisbane. This was presented to the RAR 
Association at the annual RAR Association Dinner 
in February 2007.  The CO was also very pleased to 
provide a cheque for over $1000 to the RAR Foun-
dation at the recent corps conference, these funds 
representing the enrollment of many 2RAR soldiers. 
 
The reader will see that the Battalion is busy, re-
building and preparing itself for its next operational 
task.  Despite this immediate focus, the reader will 
see that the Battalion is also preparing for its long 
term future as well as maintaining the strong links 
with its past.  In summary, the Battalion will need to 
continue to be ready for deployments at very short 
notice.  The Battalion needs to be trained and under-
stand how to work together, within teams, sections, 
combined arms groups and alongside supporting 
arms and other government agencies.  Finally, the 
officers and soldiers in the Battalion need to under-
stand their role in the bigger picture and to be aware 
that their actions, wherever they may be, are a reflec-
tion of the Battalion and the Army.  The Battalion 
has undertaken a busy year of training and subse-
quent preparation for the forthcoming operational 
tours.  The experience throughout the Battalion is as 
high as it has been for some time following the de-
ployments of the last couple of years and these future 
commitments will add to this depth.  The link with, 
and interest from the RAR Foundation also remains 
a valued part of our heritage and we look forward to 
keeping you informed of our progress throughout the 
year. 

 
3RAR 

Commanding Officer:  LT COL M Mumford 
RSM: WO1 G McFarlane 
Home Base: Holsworthy 
 
From the CO: “When I last wrote for this Newsletter 
‘Old Faithful’ was in mid-deployment in East Timor; 
and it was with little surprise that both C Coy (under 
Rob Calhoun) and B Coy (under Darren Symons) 
found themselves back there over the course of the 
year.  C Coy deployed, in true paratrooper style, on 
very short notice to provide support over the crucial 
electoral period in East Timor.  They were replaced 
by B Coy in-country and both sub units deployed 
with augmentation from the men of Spt Coy; with 
Marcus Beckett in command of those specialists re-
maining at home. 
 
A Coy (under Terry Cook) returned from SECDET 
X in May 2007, keeping up the sterling work and the 
good name of the Battalion during this demanding 
deployment. 
 
Despite all three rifle coys being deployed over the 
course of the year the tempo back in Kapyong Lines 
for those remaining has certainly not been lacking. 
The year commenced with specialist platoon exer-
cises and basic level training, building up to the 3 
BDE Combined Arms Training Activity (CATA) 
and Exercise Talisman Sabre.  
 
CATA saw most of Spt Coy, all of B Coy and a 
hefty slice of the essential Admin Coy men head 
north to TFTA to conduct specialist range practices, 
urban operations training and to take advantage of 
the assets available to the wider Bde, including from 
3CER and 3/4Cav.  A parachute insertion, during 
which many cheered as a DZ bike plummeted sans 
chute before realising it meant they’d have to carry 
the load instead, proved good preparation for Ex Tal-
isman Sabre. 
 
For Talisman Sabre a scratch coy of paratroopers 
made up of Spt, A and one or two B Coy lads, ac-
companied by a watchful BHQ Tac, inserted into 
SWBTA.  The aim was to defend against a largely 
mechanised enemy with a single Javelin, a pair of 
MRAAW and some eager pioneers and engineers 
with beehive charges.  After serving their purpose 
and destroying a number of USMC M1A1s the Coy 
came under command of the Cav BG and spent the 
remainder of the exercise living the mechanised life. 
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 Back in barracks the good work of the Battalion 
went on. Kapyong Day, despite pouring rain, was as 
always a significant occasion in the Battalion’s 
year. In spite of the rain, or perhaps because of it, 
the outstanding level of drill exhibited by the Bat-
talion resulted in the award of the Morrison Trophy 
for the best performance on parade for the year—
well done to all involved. 
 
As I write it is now August in 2007 and for the first 
time this year all five sub units are back at Kapyong 
Lines—a comforting feeling. It has been an out-
standing year thus far for ‘Old Faithful’ and it is 
with regret that I will hand over command at the 
end of the year to LTCOL Wade Stothart—it looks 
like 2008 will be another operationally busy year 
for the Battalion”. 
 

4RAR (Cdo) 
Commanding Officer:  LTCOL M Smethurst AM 
RSM: WO1 K Morris 
Home Base: Holsworthy 
 
Editorial.  In a number of telephone discussions 
with the XO I became aware of the security con-
straints under which 4RAR (Cdo) operates and 
hence the limitations in providing a report for this 
Newsletter.  We, the RAR Foundation, wish you 
good soldiering and thank you for your continuing 
support of the Foundation 
 

5 RAR 
Commanding Officer : LT COL J F B Ellwood 
RSM: WO1 K Ryan 
Home Base: Robertson Barracks, NT 
 
The de-linking of the 5th/7th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment on 3 December 2006 at 
Robertson Barracks was a historic day for both the 
Royal Australian Regiment and Army.  This was 
one of the outcomes of the Enhanced Land Force 
which is driving the on-going growth, restructuring 
and re-equipping of the Battalions of the RAR and 

the wider Army. 
 
For those who had previously served in the 5th Bat-
talion and the 7th Battalion, it was a momentous oc-
casion.  LTCOL Justin Ellwood, as the first Com-
manding Officer of the 5th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment (5 RAR), in 33 years, was 
proud to have been given this task.  A further brief 
ceremonial activity took place on ANZAC Day to 
further recognise the de-linking of the battalions 
with the rededication of the 5RAR colours at Cul-
tana after Exercise Southern Reach - One. 
 
Delta Company was not present at the de-linking of 
the Battalions as they were deployed to Southern 
Iraq in November as part of the Overwatch Battle 
Group (West) – Two (OBG(W)-2), led by the 2nd 
Cavalry Regiment (2 Cav Regt).  They became the 
first sub-unit of 5RAR on operational service since 
operations in South Vietnam in 1970. 
 
D Coy was deployed as the Infantry Combat Team 
(aptly named Combat Team Tiger) component of 
the Battle Group and it subsequently participated in 
operations to continually engage key leaders in the 
Al Muthanna and Dhi Qar provinces, training of the 
Iraqi Security Forces and contingency planning to 
reintervene to restore security if it degenerated be-
yond the capability of the national Iraqi forces. 
 
Operations for the force protection of the Battle 
Group against indirect attacks, improvised explo-
sive devices and small arms/sniper attacks were 
ongoing throughout D Coy’s six month tour of duty.  
The coy returned to Australia in late June 2007 to 
undertake some well earned leave before returning 
to duty. 
 
Upon the completion of the Christmas leave period 
the remainder of the Battalion returned to work and 
commenced preparations for the deployment of 
OBG(W)-3 which was to be led by 5RAR.  This 
preparation commenced with normal administrative 
requirements associated with getting personnel pre-
pared for an overseas deployment while undertak-
ing mission specific individual training. 
 
The Battalion departed Darwin for Exercise South-
ern Reach - One in late March, travelling by rail, 
road and air to the Cultana Field Training Area in 
South Australia.  There the battalion continued its 
collective preparation for deployment to Iraq.  Prior 
to Easter, the Battalion conducted mechanised ma-
noeuvre training in M113A1 APCs.  This gave 
many of the junior soldiers their first opportunity to 
participate in mechanised operations and to develop Loading an APC onto series 2000 LPA Watercraft 
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an understanding of the Battalion’s mechanised role 
before participating in the Combat Training Centre 
conducted Mission Rehearsal Exercises (MRE). 
 
In April the Battalion Headquarters established the 
Battle Group Headquarters and C Coy restructured 
to establish Combat Team Sabre in preparation for 
their deployment as OBG(W)-3. The Battle Group 
to be led by 5RAR now consisted of Infantry from 
5RAR, Troopers from 2 Cav Regt and B Sqn 3/4 
Cav Regt, Gunners from 8/12 Mdm Regt, as well as 
attachments and specialists from units across the 1st 
Brigade and the wider Army.  Comd 1 Bde, BRIG 
Orme, CSC, ADC certified the Battle Group ready 
and deployable for operations in southern Iraq from 
10 May after completion of a rigorous and substan-
tial MRE conducted at Cultana.  All aspects of po-
tential operations were tested and rehearsed and the 
Battle Group demonstrated its proficiency and 
readiness before subsequently deploying to Iraq in 
June to relieve OBG(W)-2. 
 
In July 5RAR supported the new 2000 LPA Water-
craft trials held in Darwin.  This included the load-
ing, transportation and unloading of some of the 
Battalion’s APCs to assist in proving the LPA’s 
capabilities. 
 
In August D Coy returned from post deployment 
leave and immediately commenced preparations to 
participate in Exercise Southern Reach – Two.  This 
exercise was a Combat Training Centre conducted 
activity designed to assess a heavy Battle Group led 
by 1st Armourd Regiment (1Armd Regt) made up of 
two Tank Squadrons using the new M1A1 Abrams 
and a Mechanised Rifle Company from 5 RAR.  
This exercise required another deployment to Cul-
tana by rail, road and air which tested the Battal-
ion’s ability to deploy and recover a Mechanised 
Company.  This proved to be another opportunity to 
practise mechanised operations and war fighting in 
a realistic, testing environment. 
 
The high tempo for 2007 has yet to slacken; the on-
going conduct of courses designed to maintain the 
mechanised capability and grow the third mecha-
nised rifle company in 2008 are a continuing chal-
lenge.  5 RAR is well placed to meet its future capa-
bility challenges as it continues to prepare for future 
operations while maintaining and strengthening its 
mechanised capability.  The introduction of the 
M113AS4 in 2008 will only add to a strengthening 
5RAR which remains Combat Ready, Situationally 
Aware and Fiercely Loyal. 
 
 
 

6RAR 
Commanding Officer: LTCOL S Goddard 
Regimental Sergeant Major: WO1 B Walker 
Home Base: Enoggera 
 
6RAR – Robust, Agile and Ready.  Over the last 12 
months the Battalion has maintained a very intense 
operational tempo with Infantry Mobility Vehicle 
(IMV) Detachments committed to Overwatch Battle 
Group – West Rotation I (Iraq) with 2RAR (May-
Dec 06), the Reconstruction Task Force Rotation I 
(Afghanistan) with   1CER (Sep 06-Apr 07) and 
recently in May 07, redeploying again in support to 
the Special Operations Task Group Rotation IV 
(Afghanistan).  The Battalion has also demonstrated 
its utility in the ‘Light Infantry’ role in deploying 
and commanding the Timor Leste Battle Group Ro-
tation I (Sep 06-Mar 07).  Significantly, since May 
06, the Battalion has been unable to parade as a 
complete unit due to operational deployments. 
 
Last August, the Battalion commemorated the 40th 
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan by the con-
duct of a United Drumhead Service on Duncan 
Oval at Gallipoli Barracks. The available ranks of 
the Battalion were appropriately swelled by soldiers 
from the 1st Field Regiment who reinforced the Al-
pha, Charlie and Support Company for the Battal-
ion’s deployment to Timor Leste three weeks later. 
The attention to detail of the RSM ensured that the 
parade fittingly commenced on time at 3.43pm and 
was superbly supported by the guns of the 1st Field 
Regiment, the Battalion’s mortars and a ‘vintage’ 
M113 APC from B Squadron 3rd/4th Cavalry Regi-
ment holding ground; a fly-past of three Army UH-
1H helicopters and excellent musical support pro-
vided by the Australian Army Band – Brisbane. 
 
The Battalion’s veterans paraded through the 
formed ranks and the fallen were solemnly com-
memorated by the placement of individual Slouch 
Hats on 18 upturned 7.62mm self-loading rifles in 
concert with the reading of the Honour Roll and the 
United States Presidential Unit Citation. The Drum-
head Service and march-past was reviewed by the 
Land Commander Australia, Major-General M.A. 
Kelly AM, and the Battalion and its Colours 
marched off the parade as dusk fell. The remainder 
of the evening was dedicated to a musical concert 
conducted by the Australian Army Band – Brisbane 
with guest performances by Rhonda Burchmore and 
Col Joye. 
 
In October, the Battalion was honoured to be in-
formed that CPL Albert (Tar) Finnsson of Delta 
Company was selected as the inaugural recipient of 
the General Sir Francis Hassett Award for Junior 
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Leadership within the Royal Australian Regiment. 
CPL Albert (Tar) Finnsson was a Rifle Section 
Commander and the Commander of the IMV De-
tachment deployed in support to the SOTG Rotation 
II in Afghanistan. His leadership abilities, profes-
sionalism tactical acumen and personal skill-sets are 
widespread across the JNCO of the Regiment and it 
was a very humble soldier who collected his prize 
from the Governor-General, Major General Michael 
Jeffery, AC, CVO, MC and General Sir Francis 
Hassett, AC, KBE, CB, DSO, LVO at the Annual 
RAR Foundation dinner in Canberra. 
 
Last December, the Battalion successfully marched-
in 40 soldiers from its conduct of an exported IET 
Course in the local Brisbane area. Before family 
and friends the proud soldiers graduated at a parade 
reviewed by the Divisional Commander, Major-
General Ash Power, AM, CSC before exchanging 
their bush hats for the Rifle Green beret. 
 
The Battalion reformed in May 07 after its series of 
concurrent deployments, and commenced the suite 
of well overdue unit specialist courses, promotion 
courses and further IMV qualification courses. 
Every course is an investment in our future and the 
soldiers have eagerly taken all opportunities to ex-
pand their skill-sets and qualifications. 
 
In June and mid-stream through the Courses period, 
the Battalion paused to mark its 42nd birthday with a 
series of well earned promotions, 20 Year Service 
Certificate presentations and an excellent barbeque 
superbly prepared by the Catering Pl. Significantly,  
PTE Ridgleigh Blue II was promoted to LCPL. It 
remains to be seen how long ‘Blue Dog’, the offi-
cial mascot of the Battalion, will once again retain 
this rank! 
 
The Battalion is now in the midst of further collec-
tive training activities in preparation for the next 
rotation of operational deployments to SECDET, 
the Reconstruction Task Force and Overwatch Bat-
tle Group – West over the period Sep-Dec 07. The 
Battalion will also receive its final allocation of 
IMV variants (Troop, Command, Pioneer, Direct 
Fire Weapons, Mortar and Ambulance) for all the 
Support Company specialist platoons before Oct 07 
which will herald the full introduction into service 
of the Bushmaster IMV for Army’s sole motorised 
infantry battalion. The Battalion now eagerly awaits 
the opportunities that will be presented in the next 
six months. 6 RAR - Robust, Agile and Ready! 
 
 
 
 

7 RAR 
Commanding Officer:  LT COL S L Gabriel 
RSM:  WO1 D Allen 
Home Base: Robertson Barracks, NT 
 
Infantry Operations in Southern Afghanistan  
by LTs Levon Lambert, Daniel Le Breton and 
Joshua Mickle – B Coy 7RAR  
 
In the wake of an effective and vigorous Special 
Forces campaign in Southern Afghanistan, the First 
Reconstruction Task Force began focussing on the 
rebuilding of a peaceful Afghanistan from the 
ground up. Its predecessor had successfully set the 
conditions, clearing the opposing military forces out 
of the northern areas of the war-torn Area of Opera-
tions and established a secure foothold for the suc-
cessful RTF-1 occupation.  

 
Initially, the plan was to insert a large engineer con-
tingent with enough of a security element to provide 
the necessary security in and around a construction 
site. Upon realising the need for greater expansion 
into outlying areas; and due to a greater threat envi-
ronment, Combat Team Bravo was intensely pre-
pared, equipped and deployed. 
 

On Patrol 
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 The addition of an infantry company provided by 
the newly re-raised 7RAR allowed the influence of 
RTF-1 to expand into key areas significant dis-
tances away from Forward Operating Base Davis. 
With a force package consisting of Bushmaster 
IMV and ASLAV vehicles, RTF-1 could rest as-
sured that security of their proposed job sites was in 
very capable and heavily armed hands. 
 
For the men of Bravo Company, 7RAR, it was an 
intense pre-deployment period with high expecta-
tions and some trepidation.  The majority of the task 
force had experienced up to three months of the 
operation prior to the arrival of the Combat Team in 
mid-November 2006. This, however, did not make 
their arrival any less appreciated. 
 
The first operational mission for 7RAR since the 
Vietnam War occurred in late November with pla-
toon level dismounted patrols into the regional capi-
tal of Uruzgan, Tarin Kowt. Although the perceived 
threat of an operational patrol in southern Afghani-
stan was high, the reality of such a threat was miti-
gated in Tarin Kowt as a result of good ground 
work provided by the Special Forces just a few 
months prior.  
 
The protected reconstruction aspect of the mission 
began shortly thereafter. With an increased security 
capability, the engineer task group began to focus 
their efforts on small outlying villages. The Combat 
Team would move into an area to initially clear and 
then secure the area. After a careful reconnaissance 
conducted by the engineer elements the day prior, 
work could begin on selected buildings of great im-
portance within the village with a high cultural or 
governmental value.  
 
The infantry on the ground would establish an outer 
and inner cordon focussed on deterring and prevent-
ing any threat likely to come into the worksite, or 
indeed, from targeted areas within the immediate 
tactical area of operations. Always vigilant, the in-
fantrymen of 7RAR used this opportunity to in-
crease the RTF-1 situational awareness by collect-
ing countless images and details of key aspects of 
the operational environment, including weapons, 
village sizes, tribal influences and populations. The 
information gathered by the security elements on 
the ground was substantial and significantly con-
tributed to the ever expanding intelligence picture 
of the civilian infrastructure, and security footprint 
in Uruzgan province.  
 
After completing countless missions outside the 
wire ranging from single day patrols to seven day 

operations, the men from 7RAR have proved them-
selves in the challenging and high threat environ-
ment of Southern Afghanistan. Most importantly, 
they have significantly contributed to setting the 
conditions for the success of the next rotation of 
soldiers from the Royal Australian Regiment. 
 

8/9 RAR 
Commanding Officer : LT COL S A Stuart 
RSM: WO1 W Lampard 
Home Base:  Enoggera 
 
In August last year the Government announced the 
Enhanced Land Force which will increase the size 
of the Army from six to eight battalions.  
 
The Enhanced Land Force is to be implemented in 
two stages, Stage 1 is underway and the implemen-
tation of Stage 2 is dependent upon achieving cer-
tain milestones in Stage 1, principally when the core 
capabilities, a headquarters and two companies, of 
7 RAR substantially in place. 
 
Stage 1 saw the re-raising of 7RAR in Darwin on 
3 December 2006.  7RAR has grown quickly and 
by the end of September will have those core capa-
bilities in place.  This will enable the Government 
to consider the implementation of Stage 2. 
 
Stage 2 of the Enhanced Land Force is centred 
around re-raising 8/9 RAR at Enoggera. 
 
Editorial. The Government announced approval to 
raise 8/9RAR 2 October 2007. We look forward to 
their report next year. 
 

SCHOOL OF INFANTRY 
CO/CI: LT COL D G Franklin 
RSM: WO1 B Vandenhurk 
Home Base: Singleton 
 
The School of Infantry, located at Lone Pine Bar-
racks, Singleton is tasked with delivering individual 
tactical, career and specialist training for Infantry 
and other select ADF members in a combined arms 
setting to meet the needs of the combat force. The 
School is comprised of three training wings; Rifle-
man Wing, Tactics Wing, and Combat Shooting 
Wing. Highlights for the School this year have in-
cluded hosting the Duke of Gloucester Cup, and the 
very successful and well attended Infantry Corps 
Conference held in early August. 
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 As part of the Enhanced Land Force we trained a 
greater  number of soldiers conducting their Initial 
Employment Training at the School. This is currently 
an eleven week course that prepares soldiers for their 
employment as Riflemen across the Regiment.  
 
The Temporary Urban Operations Training Facility, 
and Team Assault Course have allowed the Regi-
ment’s newest soldiers to be trained in complex urban 
environments that simulate the terrain in which they 
will likely serve. 
 
Tactics Wing has likewise been busy, with ‘Platoon 
Team’ further developing the combined Regimental 
Officer Basic Course and Supervisor Infantry Opera-
tions–Platoon (Completed by junior Lieutenants and 
senior Corporals). The course has proven to be a re-
sounding success with the aim  of ensuring Pl  
 
SGTs are armed with the tactical knowledge required 
to step up and command the platoon in combat if re-
quired. The experience the senior corporals bring to 
the course is providing newly graduated LTs with 
valuable ‘lessons learned’ from operational deploy-
ments and training in their battalions.  Tactics Wing 
has further developed simulation as a means of ena-
bling combined arms visualisation and tactical under-
standing to be delivered to Infantry Officers and 
NCOs. 
 
Combat Shooting Wing has focused on the delivery 
of the ADF Range Qualification Course, the Senior 
Range Instructor Course, and the Senior Marksman-
ship Instructor Course, facilitating realistic and de-
manding training at both ARA and part time Battal-

ions across the Corps. The Wing has also supported 
the Australian Army Shooting Team in its prepara-
tion to participate at Bisley in the UK, and has helped 
to provide a new marksmanship capability for ADF 
units. 

Emplane 3RAR RAAF Richmond 

Water Platoon 3RAR 
Firing on the CATA 
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Life Governors 

Maj Gen  P J Abigail 
Lt Col C J Adamson 
The late Mr R A Anderson 
Capt W M Anderson 
The late Col J D Andrew 
Brig C G Appleton 
Maj Gen P M Arnison 
*  Pte B G Arnold 
WO1 D M Ashley 
Col W J Austin 
2/22nd Bn AIF Assn 
Lt Col G M Bagot 
Pte R A Bailey 
Capt W D Baker 
*  Capt J D Bathgate 
Gen Sir Phillip Bennett 
WO2 J M Bennett 
*  Lt Col J P Blain 
Maj Gen  M P Blake 
Mr D J Blazely 
Mr W Bolton 
Mr S Bombell 
*  Brig M D Bornholt 
Maj S Boscato 
Lt Col H Bowman 
The late Mr J R Brazell 
Col R Brett 
Mr R J Briggs 
*  Lt J Brook 
Mr N Brown 
Lt M S Bunker 
SSgt R A Bunting 
Maj R N Bushby 
Col I J Cahill 
*  WO2 J Callcott 
Lt Col A J Campbell 
Lt Col I T Campbell 
Mr W E R Carter 
*  Pte M L Casey 
*  Col S F Caughey 
Col D A Chinn 
Lt Col E A Chitham 
Col J M Church 
The late Col L G Clark 
The late Pte J M Clark 
Lt Col D S Clarke 
*  Pte S A Clarke 
Cmdr D E Clinch 
Maj Gen  A Clunies-Ross 
WO1 G A Cochrane 
*  Brig F K Cole 
Maj Gen  J M Connolly 
Mr C L Constable 
*  Pte R Cooper 
The late Hon. D Corcoran 
Capt G J S Cornelia 
Gen P J Cosgrove 
LtCol S Crafter 
*  Capt S N Croft 
WO2 R T Crooks 

Late Rev Mons G A Cudmore 
Pte A R Cuthbert 
Late Lt Gen Sir Thomas  Daly  
Maj T Daniels 
WO1 J J Daniels 
*  Lt Col J E Davidson 
Col P D D'Arcy  
*  L/Cpl A Dean 
The late Mr F W Dean 
Maj M DeFina 
Brig John P A Deighton 
Col P Desmond 
Col J C Dittmar 
Pte O S Doig 
Lt J M Donohoe 
Mr W F Douglass 
The late Mr H Dunkley 
Brig S J Dunn       
The late Col C H A East 
Lt Col A J Egan 
Col M Elliott 
Brig J Essex-Clark 
WO2 A J Feige 
WO2 J G Ferguson 
Maj C A Field 
Lt Col A Findlay 
Lt J A Finger 
The Hon T A Fischer 
Capt M P Flanagan 
Sgt S D Flatman 
Mr P J  Flower 
Col Q L Flowers 
William J Forrest 
Mr B W Foster 
Lt J T Frankcombe 
*  Lt Col D G Franklin 
Maj K S Fraser 
Col J J Frewen 
Lt Col S L Gabriel 
Lt Col A D Gallaway 
Maj M E Garraway 
Maj R I George 
*  The late Mr E Giffin 
WO1 A B Gillman 
Lt Col S C Goddard 
The late Lt Col  J B Godwin  
Col D V Goldsmith 
Maj G Goldsmith 
Col M S Goodyer 
Maj D H Gosman 
Brig S C Gould  
Mr J W Grant  2/32nd 
Col  P N Greenhalgh 
Capt K V Greenwood 
Maj P G Greive 
Brig L R Greville 
Lt Col I M Guild 
Maj P F Ham 
Maj G R Hansen 
Lt Col J C Harding 

WO2 L J Hart 
Gen Sir Francis Hassett 
The late Col J B Healy  
Maj K D Heany 
Brig I J C Hearn 
WO2 D M Heaslip 
Capt L Helmrich 
Pte J A Hill 
Lt Col H P Hoebee 
Cpl R Hogno 
*   Lt J Hohnen 
Brig T H Holland 
Lt S W Homes 
*  Pte S E Hopkins 
*  Maj Gen B W Howard 
Sgt G Howard 
Maj Gen J C Hughes 
The late Maj Gen R L Hughes 
WO1 G L Hughes 
The late Brig O D Jackson 
Maj Gen  W B James 
Lt Col B N James 
*  Mr A James 
HE Maj Gen  P M Jeffery 
* Lt C A Johnson 
Lt Col C A Johnston 
Lt Col J Joycey 
Maj Gen M J Keating 
Maj G M Keating 
Maj Gen M A Kelly 
Pte S Kempe 
Pte W B Kidd 
Lt Col D J Kilcullen 
Mr K M Kipping  
Maj G M Knowles 
*  Pte L M Krause  
Pte C G Lacey 
The late Col H M Lander 
*  Pte Landt-Isley 
Col J O Langtry  
Capt D P Lea 
Lt Col M D Lean 
Col P Leeson 
Maj E P Lenaghan 
Capt D D Lowson 
*  Pte K M Lynch 
*  Lt Col I B Mackay 
Mr C J Mayhew  
Mr L McAulay 
Lt M K McBride 
*  Capt D McCammon 
The late Lt Col A McCann 
The late Lt Col E M McCormick 
The late Lt Col K V McDermott 
Lt Col G J McKay 
Lt Col D K McKerral 
Cpl A J K McNeil 
*  Pte J McNeilly 
Col D J Mead 
Mr T J Meissner 
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Pte A P Middleton 
Lt Col C G Miles 
Maj A C Mitchell-Taylor 
Maj Gen J Molan 
Mrs P Montgomerie 
Maj R J Moran 
Maj Gen A L Morrison 
MajGen D L Morrison 
Lt Col M C Morrison 
The late Brig W J Morrow  
*  Lt C Moss 
Lt Col M Mumford 
Father Glynn Murphy 
Lt Col M J Musgrave 
Late LtCol The Hon K E Newman 
Maj Gen M P J O’Brien  
Lt Col B S O’Dowd 
Mr Robert J O’Neill 
Lt Col E J O’Sullivan  
Mr Peter Oldham 
Sgt J P Osborne 
Lt Col J Patten-Richins  
AVM J A Paule 
Maj S A Peachey 
Maj K G Pearce 
Lt Col M B Pears 
Brig E F Pfitzner 
Maj Gen P R Phillips 
Lt Col H W Pope 
Maj I S A Power  
Pte S Preston 
Capt B A Pronk 
Mr T E Prosser 
Father P J Quilty  
*  Pte J Quinn 
Capt A J Rankin 
*  Maj D Read 
Pte J A Reece 
WO2 R M Rees 
Mr G Reidy 
Lt Col I J Robinson 
WO2 A P Rogers 
*  Pte M A Rogers 
Cpl C E Rohse  
Maj J B Rowland 

Lt Col M A Rozzoli 
Lt Col J C Rule 
WO1 C W Russell 
WO1 B M Ryan 
Mr D Sabben 
Col R A Sayce 
Pte O J Scanlon 
*  Lt Col A M Schaper 
Maj K W Scheuermann  
Sgt R A Schrader 
Brig B A Scott 
WO1 Jack Selmes 
Very Rev Andrew Sempell 
Brig D G Sharp 
WO1 J R Sheahan 
Brig J A Sheldrick 
Brig J J Shelton 
Maj D A Siggers 
The late Brig M B Simkin 
Col T A Simkin 
Col P K Singh  
Mr M Skennar 
Mr P Slattery 
Maj Gen N R Smethurst 
Mr David R.Smith  
Mr K A Smith 
Maj Gen M G Smith 
WO1 R E Smith  
Col S L Smith 
Maj A M F Somerville 
Maj D M Sommers 
Lt G R Sowiak 
Lt R Spackman 
Lt A E Sparkes 
Maj P G Stammers 
Maj M W Stevens 
Lt Col John M Stewart 
Maj L A Stewart 
Lt Col W B Stothart 
Maj Gen A B Stretton 
Mr John Stringfellow 
Lt C Stuart 
*  Lt Col S Stuart 
Lt S G Sullivan 
*  Pte D B Sullivan 

The late Col R Sutton 
Mr C H Swinbourn 
*  Chap H M Swinbourn 
*  Pte A J Taylor 
Lt Col I C Teague 
The late Mr H Tedaldi 
WO2 J C Thies 
Col N L Thompson 
Brig The Hon. D Thomson 
Col R A Tiller 
The late Col C M Townsend 
Lt Col A K Treble 
Capt M Tull 
The late Mr K G Turbayne 
Maj K P J Tyrrell 
*  Col N J Underwood 
*  Lt A B Vanden Hengel 
*  WO2 R S Varcoe 
Mr A R Vockler 
*  Mr M von Berg 
Col G R Wainwright 
Maj J C Walters 
WO1 S C Ward 
Mr J Watt 
Brig N H Weekes 
The late Brig S P Weir 
Maj R W Weir 
Lt Col N W Welch 
WO1 D J Welsh 
Mr L V Westende 
Lt M J Williams 
Maj Gen S V L Willis  
Brig R G Wilson 
*  Pte M D Wood 
*  Sgt M S Woodney 
*  WO K J Woods 
Mr E Woodward 
Lt B L Woolmer 
*  Sgt J J Wootton  
Capt J Worthington 
Capt A C Zimmerle 
*  Appointed since 2006 Nltr 
 
 Total 311 - 28 =283 

 
Valhalla-Vale 

In the years of our existence we have lost some of our Life Governors who were once our stalwarts.  Since the 
last Newsletter we have lost those mentioned below.  May they rest in peace with the many with whom they 

fought and relished life.  In so doing, they embellished splendidly our Infantry heritage. 
 

We will remember them—Lest We Forget 
 

We sadly note the death of these stalwarts of the Foundation  
Brig W J Morrow CBE, Col R Sutton LVO, Col J D Andrew OBE, Mr K G Turbayne 
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Long Tan Day Parade Drumhead Service 6RAR 

Rededication of 5RAR Colours at Cultana Field Training Area 


